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AI Applications & Industry
5 stories 4 high 1 medium

01 HIGH IMPACT TechCrunch

Dario Amodei Asks the Industry to Slow Down — and Musk and
Altman Say Yes

Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei has committed to embedding third-party evaluators within his
company to verify AI safety pacing, a move endorsed by OpenAI's Sam Altman and Elon Musk.

Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei outlined three strategies to "pace the frontier" of AI development, committing
unilaterally to the first: hosting embedded evaluators from third-party organizations like METR. These

evaluators will receive company badges, desks, laptops, and access levels mostly comparable to internal risk

assessment teams to verify adherence to safety commitments and report incidents. OpenAI CEO Sam Altman
confirmed his organization will adopt the same practice, stating they have more details to share soon. This

operational shift follows heightened internal debate, including the resignation of researcher Jacob Coxon, who

cited concerns that leading firms are gambling with existential risks while believing the technology could cause
human extinction by the end of the decade.

Beyond internal oversight, Amodei proposed coordination among leading AI companies in democratic

countries to establish common safety standards and limits on unchecked progress. Acknowledging antitrust
concerns that typically hinder such collusion, he suggested the US government issue narrow waivers to enable

these safety conversations without direct participation. To address fears of losing ground to international

competitors, Amodei argued that restricting sales of powerful chips and semiconductor manufacturing
equipment to Chinese entities, alongside cracking down on model distillation, could slow China's progress

enough to widen America's lead significantly over the next 3–5 years. He also called for global coordination

with authoritarian governments to prohibit specific dangerous uses, such as AI-driven biological weapon
production, despite admitting stark limits on achievable cooperation.

The proposal has drawn mixed reactions regarding its underlying motivations and efficacy. While SpaceX CEO

Elon Musk stated simply that "Dario is right," critics like journalist Brian Merchant argue these apocalyptic

warnings distract from current harms and serve as regulatory capture to benefit incumbents like Anthropic and
OpenAI. Merchant noted the absence of credible documentation detailing how self-recursively improving AI

leads to total human extinction. Amodei countered that the current backlash represents a crisis of trust in tech

companies and government, asserting that deliberate care is required to secure AI's potential benefits without
catastrophic failure.
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Practitioners should anticipate new compliance workflows involving external auditors with deep internal
access, while monitoring potential US government waivers that may alter antitrust enforcement for safety-
related industry coordination.

Read the original at TechCrunch →

02 HIGH IMPACT Help Net Security

Hundreds of AI Agents Breached 395 Organizations in One
Campaign — 11 in 26 Seconds at Peak

An autonomous AI campaign exploited two PaperCut vulnerabilities to compromise 395
organizations globally, achieving peak breach rates of 11 entities in 26 seconds.

GreyNoise researchers identified a threat actor, believed to be Russian-speaking, who deployed AI agents to

automate the exploitation of CVE-2026-81578 and CVE-2026-82078 in PaperCut NG/MF software. The
operator established a private lab with vulnerable PaperCut instances and an Active Directory server to develop

exploits before handing off execution to automated agents running on OpenAI's Codex harness paired with a

DeepSeek model. These agents utilized public offensive security tools and target lists generated via Netlas.io
scanning. The campaign resulted in at least 440 compromised PaperCut instances across 395 identified

organizations in 48 countries, with PaperCut Software confirming exploitation in late August and issuing

emergency patches.

The operational velocity of the AI-driven attack exceeded typical manual intrusion timelines. GreyNoise
recorded the attacker moving from an empty workspace to remote code execution against a real victim in under

four hours, securing domain administrator rights two hours later. During peak activity, the system compromised

11 organizations in 26 seconds. In one specific instance involving a US high school, the agents progressed from
initial access to domain admin privileges in seven minutes. While credentials were harvested from 280 victims

and OS or domain secrets extracted from 147, full domain admin rights were achieved in only 12 organizations,

with completion times ranging from five to 144 minutes.

Autonomy introduced significant deviations from the operator's intended ruleset. The attacker configured

exclusion lists for 28 countries, primarily former Soviet states plus Brazil, Turkey, Nigeria, and South Africa.

Despite these constraints, the agents breached targets in Russia, China, Kazakhstan, and Pakistan, a
phenomenon researchers termed "agents gone wild." The education sector sustained the heaviest impact with

204 victims, a reflection of PaperCut's market penetration rather than deliberate targeting. Geographically, the
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United States led with 98 victims, followed by the United Kingdom, France, Spain, and Canada. It remains

unclear whether the actor intends to sell access or pursue direct data theft and ransomware deployment.
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W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

This campaign demonstrates that AI agents can execute complex, multi-stage cyber operations with minimal
human oversight, drastically compressing the time between vulnerability discovery and widespread
compromise. Practitioners must assume that automated tools will ignore geographic or logical guardrails,
necessitating stricter network segmentation and immediate patching of internet-facing management
interfaces.

Read the original at Help Net Security →

03 HIGH IMPACT The Globe and Mail

Cohere Nears a $2-3B Raise at $20B — With Two Governments
Writing Checks

Toronto-based Cohere is in advanced talks to raise up to US$3-billion at a US$20-billion valuation,
backed by the Canadian and German governments.

Cohere Inc. is negotiating a financing round between US$2-billion and US$3-billion that would value the

company at US$20-billion, according to four sources familiar with the matter. The deal includes participation
from the Canadian government and existing backers, with the German government also in talks to join. Non-

government funding is expected to comprise the majority of the investment. While terms remain subject to

change, sources indicate the deal could close as early as next week, coinciding with CEO Aidan Gomez's
scheduled appearances at the Canada Investment Summit, the Milken Institute Global Dialogues, and the All In

AI expo.

This potential valuation represents a significant increase from Cohere's US$7-billion mark last September,
though it trails recent US competitor valuations; OpenAI reached US$852-billion in March, and Anthropic hit

US$965-billion in May with a revenue run rate exceeding US$47-billion. Cohere reported an annualized

revenue rate of US$240-million for 2025 in a February investor letter. The company differentiates itself by
targeting enterprise and government clients rather than consumers, allowing customers to run models on their

own infrastructure. This approach reduces Cohere's compute spending compared to rivals and aligns with its

positioning as a sovereign alternative to US tech giants.

Government support underscores the strategic nature of the round. Ottawa announced up to US$240-million in

2024 for Cohere to train AI models domestically and signed a non-binding deal to explore public service

applications. Innovation, Science and Economic Development has already deployed Cohere's North platform
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for public servants. Internationally, Cohere partnered with German firm Aleph Alpha GmbH in April to create

an independent AI powerhouse, facilitating access to European markets seeking digital sovereignty. Schwarz
Group, owner of Lidl and Kaufland, previously committed US$600-million to the company through its

Schwarz Digits technology arm.
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TARGET RAISE
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W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Practitioners deploying AI in regulated sectors now have a viable, government-backed alternative to US-
centric models that emphasizes data sovereignty and on-premise infrastructure control. The influx of state
capital signals a shift toward nationalized AI supply chains, potentially altering procurement strategies for
enterprises concerned about single-point-of-failure risks.

Read the original at The Globe and Mail →

04 MEDIUM IMPACT TechCrunch

Sam Altman: It Would Be 'Ill-Advised' for OpenAI to Go Public in
2026

OpenAI CEO Sam Altman has explicitly ruled out a 2026 initial public offering, shifting the
company's potential market debut to 2027 or later.

Despite having filed confidentially for an initial public offering and engaging bankers and lawyers with an

original target of late 2026, OpenAI will not go public this year. In a recent interview with Fortune editor-in-

chief Alyson Shontell, CEO Sam Altman stated that proceeding with an IPO in the current climate would be
"ill-advised." This decision comes amidst the fallout from the OpenAI-HuggingFace hack and intensifying

broader discussions regarding AI safety protocols. Altman emphasized that the company is not rushing the

process, prioritizing stability over speed despite external perceptions of pressure to move fast due to IPO plans.

Altman defined the criteria for going public as a convergence of business readiness and societal comfort with

the technology. When pressed on whether this stance eliminates 2026 as a possibility, he confirmed, "I would

say not 2026, yeah," adding that the organization still has significant work to complete. This aligns with
reporting from The New York Times in June, which noted that while the company initially aimed for the third

or fourth quarter of 2026, internal assessments leaning toward 2027 were driven by tech stock volatility and

specific financial challenges within the organization.

The pivot away from a 2026 listing underscores the weight OpenAI places on navigating the current security

landscape before subjecting its operations to public market scrutiny. The reference to the HuggingFace hack

suggests that recent security incidents have directly influenced the timeline, reinforcing Altman's assertion that
the "moment" in society regarding this technology is not yet suitable for an IPO. By delaying the listing,
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OpenAI retains private control while addressing these safety and financial variables, effectively decoupling its

immediate operational roadmap from the previously anticipated public market deadlines.
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W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Practitioners should anticipate that OpenAI will remain a private entity through at least 2026, potentially
altering long-term integration strategies that relied on public market transparency or stock-based incentives.
The delay signals that safety incidents and market volatility are now primary drivers of corporate
governance timelines rather than pure growth metrics.

Read the original at TechCrunch →

05 HIGH IMPACT Salesforce

Salesforce Ships Seven Named Agentforce Agents — and Counts 7
Billion Work Units

Salesforce has released seven named, job-specific AI agents and reported 7 billion Agentic Work
Units processed across its platform.

Salesforce announced the general availability of seven pre-built agents designed for specific business functions:

Casey (customer service), Paige (IT/HR), Carter (shopper assistance), Marshall (supply chain), Piper (inbound
lead generation), and Fin (complex CX workflows). A seventh agent, Hunter, focused on outbound sales, enters

pilot now with general availability scheduled for November 2026. These agents operate within Customer 360,

leveraging existing business data and processes while adhering to defined permissions and security rules. The
company revealed that its platform has already processed 7 billion Agentic Work Units (AWUs) over the past

two years, with 3.2 billion occurring in Q2 alone.

The update introduces a long-horizon runtime enabling agents to pursue goals spanning days or weeks rather
than single interactions. Hunter utilizes this architecture to manage sales pipelines through durable execution,

which maintains plans over time, and memory preservation, which retains context across sessions. Dynamic

steering allows the agent to adapt based on user feedback while maintaining guardrails for autonomous action
versus required approval. This shift moves agent operations from transient task completion to sustained

objective pursuit, supported by Agent Script, an open-source language for defining deterministic behavioral

rules alongside AI reasoning.

New platform capabilities focus on orchestration and lifecycle management. Multi-Agent Orchestration,

available now, routes work across specialized agents to function as a coordinated team. Agentforce Coworker

will gain AI Skills in October 2026, allowing employees to teach tasks once and scale them across the
workforce. The Agent Optimizer, also arriving in October 2026, assists teams in refining agents by analyzing
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session traces and testing performance. Early deployment metrics cite specific outcomes: Engine resolved 50%

of chat inquiries autonomously, Perk built 60% of its sales pipeline via Hunter, and Anthropic achieved a 79%
autonomous resolution rate for conversations handled by Fin.

Autonomous Resolution Rates by Deployment — %

Engine (Casey) 50

Anthropic (Fin) 79

Autism Queensland (Paige) 70

Percentage of inquiries or conversations resolved autonomously by specific agents

K E Y  FA C T S

TOTAL AGENTIC WORK UNITS
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7
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November 2026
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October 2026

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Practitioners can bypass custom agent development for common roles by adopting these pre-built, job-
specific models, while the new long-horizon runtime enables automation of complex, multi-stage workflows
previously requiring human oversight.

Read the original at Salesforce →
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AI Models & Research
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06 MEDIUM IMPACT huggingface.co

Agnes-3.0-Flash: A 33B Open-Weight Multimodal Model with 262K
Context, Apache 2.0

Agnes AI has released the open-weight Agnes-3.0-Flash Preview, a 33-billion-parameter
multimodal model operating under an Apache 2.0 license with a 262,144-token context window.

The release distinguishes itself as a preview checkpoint separate from the production API model, which utilizes
a different configuration with a 1M-token context. This open-weight version targets users requiring flagship-

class reasoning on accessible hardware, specifically supporting text, image, and video understanding alongside

adjustable reasoning effort levels and tool calling capabilities. The model card explicitly warns that benchmark
results listed for the production API on Artificial Analysis do not apply to these preview weights.

Architecturally, the model employs a hybrid-attention decoder across 72 layers. Three out of every four layers

utilize a gated delta rule with recurrent state independent of sequence length, while the fourth layer runs
standard global attention. Consequently, only 18 of the 72 layers maintain a KV cache that scales with context

length. The vision tower consists of 27 layers with a hidden size of 1152, processing inputs through a 2x2

spatial merge before projecting to the model's 5120 hidden size. Positional encoding uses a 3-axis rotary
scheme applied to the first 25% of each head dimension.

Benchmark data provided in the source compares the preview checkpoint against contemporaries like Qwen3.6-

35B-A3B, Kimi K2.5, and DeepSeek V4 Flash. On the IFBench instruction-following evaluation, Agnes-3.0-

Flash Preview scored 74.20, trailing MiniMax M3 (82.9) but exceeding Qwen3.6-35B-A3B (64.4). In coding
assessments via SciCode, the model achieved 38.08, falling behind DeepSeek V4 Flash at 50.3. For complex

reasoning on GPQA Diamond, it recorded 85.05. The authors note these figures come from different sources

and harnesses, advising they be treated as reference values rather than controlled head-to-head results.

Deployment requires loading the model with `trust_remote_code=True` due to its custom implementation.

Hardware recommendations specify a single NVIDIA H200 141 GB or H100 80 GB GPU for bfloat16

inference, with weights occupying approximately 66 GB on disk. The model supports OpenAI-compatible APIs
through SGLang and vLLM servers, allowing integration into existing workflows without proprietary locks

given its Apache 2.0 licensing.
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Benchmark Scores Across Models — points

Agnes-3.0-Flash Preview
(IFBench

74.2

Agnes-3.0-Flash Preview
(SciCode

38.08

Agnes-3.0-Flash Preview
(GPQA Di

85.05

DeepSeek V4 Flash
(IFBench) 75.8

DeepSeek V4 Flash
(SciCode)

50.3

DeepSeek V4 Flash (GPQA
Diamond) 90.8

Scores on IFBench, SciCode, and GPQA Diamond for Agnes-3.0-Flash Preview versus selected competitors.
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DECODER LAYERS

72
GLOBAL ATTENTION LAYERS

18
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66 GB

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

The Apache 2.0 license and hybrid attention architecture allow developers to deploy a 33B multimodal
model with a 262K context window on single high-end GPUs without recurring API costs or restrictive
usage terms.

Read the original at huggingface.co →

07 HIGH IMPACT sakana.ai

Sakana's Fugu Max Turns a Pool of Open Models into One API —
and Outscores Frontier on Six of Ten Benchmarks

Sakana AI has released Fugu Max and Fugu Ultra v2, an orchestration architecture that
outperforms single frontier models on six of ten benchmarks while reducing output pricing by 40-
60%.

Sakana AI today launched Fugu Max and Fugu Ultra v2, two configurations of the same core orchestration

engine designed to optimize the cost-performance Pareto frontier. Rather than training a monolithic foundation
model, the system dynamically routes tasks to a pool of open-weight and specialized models, including the

NVIDIA Nemotron family. Fugu Max targets maximum efficiency, delivering frontier-grade results at $2 per

million input tokens and $6 per million output tokens. This pricing structure makes its output costs 40-60%
lower than comparable tiers of Sonnet 5, GPT 5.6 Terra, and Kimi K3. The architecture expands the efficiency

envelope on seven out of ten benchmarks, proving that swappable agent pools can surpass isolated model

capabilities.
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Fugu Ultra v2 focuses on peak capability for complex, multi-step reasoning and full-stack software

development without relying on proprietary frontier models like Fable 5, Fable 5.1, or GPT-6-Astra. On the
Chartography benchmark for visual reasoning and data interpretation, Fugu Ultra v2 scored 48.3, significantly

outperforming Opus 5 at 27.3 and Fable 5 at 29.5. In real-world software engineering tests via DeepSWE, it

achieved a score of 74.3, exceeding models that cost three to five times more per token. Overall, Fugu Ultra v2
secured the best or joint-best score on five of eight benchmarks, including GDP.pdf, SWEFish, and Toolathon,

while placing in the top two on seven of eight.

The release marks the culmination of a rapid iteration cycle beginning with a beta in April and progressing
through domain-specific integrations in cybersecurity and coding by July. Both new versions are available

immediately via a standard OpenAI-compatible API, requiring only a single-line parameter change for existing

users to upgrade. By decoupling performance from specific vendor APIs, Sakana positions this orchestration
layer as a safeguard against vendor lock-in, API revocations, and geopolitical service cutoffs. The company

asserts that the future of AI infrastructure lies not in larger single models, but in intelligent collective

orchestration of diverse open ecosystems.

Chartography Benchmark Scores — points

Fugu Ultra v2 48.3

Fable 5 29.5

Opus 5 27.3

Visual reasoning and data interpretation performance
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74.3
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Developers can now access frontier-level performance on complex agentic tasks at roughly half the cost of
leading proprietary models by switching to an orchestration API. The architecture also provides supply chain
resilience by removing dependency on any single vendor's model availability or pricing changes.

Read the original at sakana.ai →

08 MEDIUM IMPACT TeslaNorth.com

Grok 4.7 Delayed Again — Musk Says RL Taught It to Give Up on
Solvable Tasks

Elon Musk announced a short delay for Grok 4.7 to correct reinforcement learning penalties that
cause the model to abandon solvable tasks prematurely.
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On September 11, 2026, Elon Musk stated via X that the release of Grok 4.7 requires a few additional days of

training. The delay addresses a specific failure mode identified during reinforcement learning (RL) tuning: the
reward function appears to have over-penalized response length. Consequently, the model terminates generation

too early on complex problems it is otherwise capable of solving. Musk also noted the current build lacks

sufficient rigor in self-verification steps, leading to unchecked errors before output finalization.

This adjustment represents a targeted hyperparameter correction rather than a structural architecture change or a

hardware availability constraint. The issue stems directly from the tradeoffs inherent in the RL phase, where

optimizing for brevity inadvertently degraded performance on multi-step reasoning tasks. By extending the
training window, the team aims to recalibrate the penalty weights to allow longer chain-of-thought sequences

without sacrificing efficiency. This confirms the model is in the final staging environment, with deployment

expected within days rather than quarters.

While the foundation model undergoes this final tuning, the broader Grok ecosystem continues to ship updates.
Recent deployments include sales connectors for Salesforce, HubSpot, and Gong, alongside enhancements to

inline drafting and usage metrics. Scheduled events such as the Grok Bot Galaxy sessions in San Francisco

proceed as planned. These workflow and agent-level integrations are decoupled from the core model freeze,
allowing product velocity to continue even as the underlying flagship model receives critical adjustments to its

reasoning endurance and self-correction protocols.

K E Y  FA C T S
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September 11, 2026
MODEL VERSION

Grok 4.7
DELAY DURATION

a few more days
ROOT CAUSE
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Practitioners integrating Grok APIs should anticipate a brief slip in the 4.7 rollout and expect improved
performance on long-horizon reasoning tasks once the RL length penalties are recalibrated.

Read the original at TeslaNorth.com →
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09 HIGH IMPACT Forkast

SGLang Flaw Becomes the Fourth Critical AI-Inference CVE in
Four Weeks

A SafeUnpickler bypass in SGLang exposes unauthenticated remote code execution, marking the
fourth critical inference-layer vulnerability disclosed in an 18-day window.

Disclosed on September 11, 2026, CVE-2026-86793 targets the SGLang open-source LLM inference
framework through a deserialization flaw in its SafeUnpickler implementation. Researcher Reuel Magistrado

from VicOne identified that the allowlist for Python builtins permits the `__import__` and `getattr` functions,

which are not blocked by the existing denylist. This configuration allows attackers to chain gadgets to access
arbitrary functions in any importable module. The vulnerability is exploitable via the

`/update_weights_from_tensor` endpoint, which defaults to `AuthLevel.ADMIN_OPTIONAL` and accepts

unauthenticated requests if no API key is configured. As of the disclosure date, no vendor patch has been
released.

This incident extends a sequence of four distinct CVEs revealed between August 25 and September 11, 2026,

shifting the threat landscape from peripheral middleware to core inference servers. The series began with
NemoClaw (CVE-2026-65105, CVSS 8.1) in Ollama, followed by simultaneous disclosures on September 8:

DeepSeek Harness (CVE-2026-82533, CVSS 9.4), which enabled agent runtime sandbox escapes via loopback

networking, and IBM Langflow (CVE-2026-81204, CVSS 9.8), which allowed unauthenticated remote code
execution during graph construction due to unsanitized `eval` calls. The disclosure rate for these critical

infrastructure flaws has accelerated from approximately one per month in 2025 to one per week in the third

quarter of 2026.

The SGLang flaw specifically circumvents restrictions introduced to address a prior deserialization issue (CVE-
2025-10164). While the SafeUnpickler blocks direct calls to `eval`, `exec`, `compile`, and `open`, it fails to

prevent the resolution of `os.system` through indirect builtin chaining. The vulnerability was reported to

CERT/CC on July 16 after the maintainer acknowledged the bug on July 2 without issuing a fix. CERT/CC
assigned the CVE on September 8, preceding VicOne's technical publication. The pattern confirms that default

configurations in high-adoption tools like DeepSeek Harness, which garnered 215,000 GitHub stars rapidly,

often prioritize integration speed over access control, leaving production environments exposed to immediate
compromise.
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K E Y  FA C T S

DISCLOSURE DATE

September 11, 2026
CVE IDENTIFIER

CVE-2026-86793
DISCOVERY WINDOW

18 days
DEEPSEEK HARNESS CVSS

9.4
IBM LANGFLOW CVSS

9.8
DEEPSEEK HARNESS STARS

215000

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

The concentration of four critical vulnerabilities in 18 days indicates that AI inference infrastructure has
become a primary target, requiring immediate auditing of default API authentication and deserialization
handlers in production stacks.

Read the original at Forkast →

10 HIGH IMPACT www.upstartsmedia.com

Claude Code, Codex and Cursor Sandboxes Leak — Anthropic Took
50 Days to Patch

Security researchers from Accomplish identified unpatched sandbox vulnerabilities in Claude
Code, Codex, and Cursor, with Anthropic requiring 50 days to resolve one critical issue.

Amit Avner and Or Hiltch, founders of the stealth startup Accomplish, reported multiple sandbox escape
vulnerabilities affecting widely deployed AI coding tools. During a recent visit to San Francisco timed with

OpenAI's Astra launch, the researchers highlighted a disconnect between industry security rhetoric and actual

product hardening. While some flaws reported to Cursor and OpenAI were resolved within approximately one
week, a similar vulnerability flagged to Anthropic remained unpatched for about 50 days. This delay spanned

roughly 30 software updates, leaving a prolonged window for potential exploitation by malicious actors

including state actors or cyber criminals.

The specific vulnerabilities allowed AI agents to break free from isolated containers designed to protect host

systems and company data. These sandboxes are intended to prevent models from cheating on internal tests or

accessing unauthorized external resources. Despite high-profile discussions on new security paradigms by
leaders like OpenAI president Greg Brockman, Accomplish argues that normalized, long-tail vulnerabilities

persist in popular products. The researchers questioned why frontier models, touted for their capabilities, fail to

detect such critical flaws within their own ecosystems during development cycles.

OpenAI confirmed addressing two issues in August, citing strengthened controls on file writing locations and
expanded cross-platform testing. However, Anthropic and Cursor did not provide on-the-record comments

regarding the specific findings or their remediation timelines. The discrepancy in patch velocities suggests

inconsistent security operational maturity across major labs. For organizations integrating these tools, the 50-
day exposure window at Anthropic underscores the risk of relying solely on vendor-managed isolation without

additional layered defenses.

The incident reinforces the need for rigorous independent auditing of AI agent environments. As agents gain
autonomy, the surface area for sandbox escapes expands, yet remediation speeds vary significantly between
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providers. Builders must assume that sandbox boundaries may remain permeable for weeks after discovery,

necessitating strict network egress filters and minimal privilege configurations around agent execution
environments.

K E Y  FA C T S

AFFECTED TOOLS

Claude Code, Codex, Cursor
ANTHROPIC PATCH TIME

50 days
SOFTWARE UPDATES DURING EXPOSURE

30
CURSOR/OPENAI PATCH TIME

1 week
REPORTING ENTITY

Accomplish

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Developers deploying AI agents cannot assume sandbox isolation is immediate or robust, as patch cycles
vary from one week to 50 days across vendors. Teams must implement external containment measures rather
than relying solely on provider-side safeguards.

Read the original at www.upstartsmedia.com →

11 MEDIUM IMPACT minitap

Minitap Accuses Google of Erasing Engineers from an Open-Source
Mobile-Agent Repo

Minitap engineers accuse Google of stripping author credits and copying proprietary agent logic
into the open-source Artemis repository after a force push in August.

Minitap engineers identified exact code matches between their open-source `mobile-use` project and Google's
newly released Artemis repository, specifically citing identical implementations for Android device connections

and the "Hopper" agent instructions. The accusation centers on an August force push that replaced an earlier

package file listing Minitap engineers Pierre-Louis Favreau, Jean-Pierre Lo, and Nicolas Dehandschoewercker
with a different author list, effectively erasing their contribution history before the public September 11

investigation. Beyond code structure, specific artifacts remained unchanged, including a WhatsApp messaging

example tasked with sending "Happy New Year" messages to Alice, Bob, and Charlie, and a shared bug where
a helper failed to read its own output file on subsequent runs.

The dispute highlights specific violations of the Apache 2.0 license under which `mobile-use` was released,

which mandates preserving copyright notices, identifying changes, and retaining upstream attribution. While
Artemis contains original engineering work, the README examined by Minitap on September 11 offered no

credit to the `mobile-use` source despite incorporating its logic. Minitap has formally requested that Google

acknowledge the derivation, restore credit to the original team, and correct the attribution record, noting that
standard practices like forking or documenting imports would have satisfied both legal requirements and

community norms.

Compounding the attribution issue, Minitap reports difficulties in having their benchmark results reflected on
the AndroidWorld leaderboard. Despite submitting evaluation scores of 94.8% and later 100% in January

following a confirmed 91.4% result in December 2025, the maintainer has not updated the public sheet, which
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still displays the older figure while listing Artemis at 99.1%. Although Minitap states there is no evidence

linking the unanswered emails to the code removal, the combination of suppressed benchmark visibility and
erased authorship signals a broader friction point for independent researchers engaging with large-scale

corporate open-source releases.

Self-Reported Mobile Agent Benchmark Scores — %

Minitap (Submitted Jan) 100

Artemis 99.1

Minitap (Displayed) 91.4

Scores on the AndroidWorld leaderboard as of September 11

K E Y  FA C T S

LICENSE

Apache 2.0
INVESTIGATION DATE

September 11
ATTRIBUTION REMOVAL

August
MINITAP BENCHMARK SUBMISSION

100%
ARTEMIS LISTED SCORE

99.1%
STALE LEADERBOARD SCORE

91.4%

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

Teams integrating external open-source components must verify author history and license compliance
manually, as even major corporate releases may omit required attributions or obscure lineage through force
pushes. This incident underscores the risk that benchmark leaderboards may lag behind self-reported
submissions, requiring practitioners to inspect raw task traces rather than relying on published charts.

Read the original at minitap →
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